
Kent ACTION! Against Live Exports 
The Sheiling, London Road, Sholden, Deal, Kent CT14 0AD 

 

Tel 01304 204688 (24 hour News line) tel.1304 375980 Mobile 07968134489 

 

 

On the evening of the 28
th
 January we held a general meeting for our supporters at 

the Oak Hotel Ramsgate starting at 7pm. 

 

The meeting was very well attended and we have now been given access to a PA 

system making communications much easier. 

 

1. The first issue we covered was Chief Inspector Whittaker’s letter to Reg, Ian 

and Yvonne covering his new arrangements for the policing of the sailings at 

Dover port. He intends to still supply a liason officer but the rest of the 

policing will be very low key. 

He does not want his officers put in danger with the heavy traffic that uses 

the road into the port and has stated that it is up to us to protect ourselves 

from the chance that we could be injured by a transporters as some 

protesters during the emotion of the moment tend to run into the road.   

 

We do accept that our emotions sometimes overcome our better judgment 

but feel a few officers reminding people of their danger would help to stop 

these actions. 

What Chief Inspector Whittaker has decided to do is supply an evidence 

gatherer with a view to identifying the people who do this so he can 

prosecute. 

We have pointed out that if people are bailed away from the port then they 

will move down to the other roundabouts or lay bys along the M20 thus 

making the situation more dangerous. 

We have also assured him that KAALE will support any person fined for 

running in the road as we do not see this as a criminal act but a loss of 

control. The people at the meeting agreed with our stance but Reg is to write 

to Ann Barnes the police Commissioner for Kent asking for a higher police 

presence thus stopping the option of criminalizing people because they care 

about the animals.  

We do understand the police view but doubt if they have ever felt passion 

about anything and view everything in a cold light whereas well bred 

ordinary well behaved people suddenly turn mad with rage when they see the 

transporters. (Including us!!!!!) 

                

2. We then discussed the court case against Channel Livestock following the  

incident at Ramsgate port 12th September 2012 when 46 sheep were either 

euthanised or died in the port. This followed the discovery of an unfit French 

vehicle and several injured or sick sheep. We started the ball rolling by 



spotting a broken leg sticking through the slats of the transporter as it passed 

us at the roundabout outside Ramsgate port. We passed this to the RSPCA in 

the dock who alerted AHVLA and persuaded them to not only remove this 

injured animal but to look at the rest on the vehicle Hence it had to be 

unloaded and a further 42 animals were found to be unfit. 

During this 3 more animals drowned in a wash sump because the port did 

not have the facilities to handle such an emergency. Trading Standards were 

called and this resulted in the forthcoming court case. 

We will be there on the Monday when the case starts and as it is expected to 

last at least 2 weeks we will then cover the following days on a rota system. 

We await the result with bated breath, however, no matter what the outcome 

we carry on. 

3. Our next item was the campaign to introduce CCTV into slaughterhouses.          

The Dutch, true to form, have immediately introduced this innovation into 

their slaughterhouses but as usual there are many states, including us, who 

are dragging their heels hence the need to campaign. 

We believe animals should be treated with dignity right up to death but 

unfortunately many slaughterhouses hide grim secrets. It is the old saying’ if 

slaughterhouses had glass walls not many would eat meat’. 

Lesley Moffat from the Dutch group ‘Eyes on Animals’ is at the center of this 

campaign and also our own Mark Johnson.  

We really wish we did not have to push for this regarding slaughterhouses 

but Lesley says quite rightly ‘I have always found that rather silly and 

disrespectful because it is not right to let animals suffer so much while 

waiting for a Vegan Paradise, that sadly might never come. 

 

4. On Saturday 1
st
 February it will be 19 years since Jill Phipps died under the 

wheels of a calf transporter at Baginton airport Coventry. She was protesting 

against the export of live calves for the veal trade to Europe via this airport. 

It coincides with KAALE’s monthly demo so we intend to commemorate 

Jill’s tragic death and lay flowers on the roundabout outside Eastern Dock 

Dover starting 12 noon. 

        

5. The fund for Milly we have been raising to support her family when they 

were charged with the cost of Onderwater’s windscreen, after she was 

wrongly accused of breaking it,  has reached it’s target and has achieved 

£521 over what was needed. It was decided to use this money as part of a 

defence fund in case of future problems. Especially in the light of the police 

attitude as we discussed above. 

6. Finally we announced that KAALE and its associates has been awarded the 

RSPCA Elsie M J Evans bronze award for the work done at Dover, 

Ramsgate and all other ports they have campaigned at against live exports. 

Ian, Yvonne, Reg and several members of the monitoring team are to collect 

this award on 1
st
 March in London and feel proud to do so on behalf of you 

all. 

The meeting had a tremendous atmosphere and there was a unity amongst us all 



 

 

           

 

 
 


